
CAPACITY 

Covid and box shipping 
delays drive up demand 
It was a busy end to the year for the air 
cargo industry and expectations are 
for another tight capacity situation in 
the coming 12 months. 

As the year drew to a close, there 
was supply chain chaos in the UK as a 
new Covid-19 variant was detected 
and France closed its borders for 48 
hours while stricter testing measures 
for truck drivers were put in place. 

Further delays at UK borders are f 
expected over the first few weeks of � 
January as supply chains adjust to new 
customs formalities owing to the 
country leaving the European Union, 
although at the time of writing opera
tions seemed to be running smoothly. 

Also, shipping continued to face 
container shortages and port conges
tion in many countries, resulting in 
extra air cargo charters. 

Charter broker Air Charter 
Service's (ACS) commercial director, 
Justin Lancaster, said that the end of 
the year had seen an unprecedented 
number of enquiries, with phones 
"ringing off the hook", largely as a 
result of the French border closures. 

Lufthansa Cargo added UK freighter flights in response to border delays 

The issues on the UK border also 
led Air France KLM to add extra 
bellyhold flights to the UK market, 
while Lufthansa Cargo put on freighter 
flights. 

Meanwhile, brokers ACS and 
Chapman Freeborn, and time-critical 
logistics firm Priority Freight secured 
dedicated freighter capacity in prepa
ration for issues on the UK border as a 
result of Brexit. 

On top of this, cargo capacity 
remains limited owing to the reduc
tion of bellyhold operations and 

Covid-19 vaccination programme 
supply chains are gaining momentum. 

IATA is expecting cargo demand to 
increase by 12.9% year on year in 
2021, while belly capacity is expected 
to return to the market only slowly. 
This, combined with a higher propor
tion of pharma cargo, will see a further 
5% increase in yields, IATA predicted. 

In 2020, average rates for Hong 
Kong to North America were up 
55.1 % year on year and from Hong 
Kong to Europe, prices increased 
46.2% on 2019. 

AIR CHARTER SERVICE 

Air Cargo Charter Broker of the Year 

Winner 2020 

www.aircharterservice.com 

AWARDS 

ACN Awards 

2021 date 

announced 
Air Cargo News is delighted to 
announce that the Air Cargo News 
Awards will this year take place in 
September. 

The gala ceremony is scheduled to 
take place in London on September 16 
at the Runnymede on Thames Hotel, 
close to Heathrow Airport. 

The ceremony typically sees about 
250 industry figures attend the glitter
ing awards event to honour and cele
brate those companies that have 
invested in providing great customer 
service, operational excellence and 
innovative technologies. 

The event includes the prestigious 
Cargo Airline of the Year Award, 
along with the regional cargo carrier 
awards, which are voted for by readers 
of Air Cargo News. 

There are also awards that are 
judged by a panel of industry experts. 

In 2020, the Air Cargo News 
Awards was live-streamed online. 

This marked the first time in the 
awards' 37-year history that the indus
try wasn't able to meet face to face, but 
more than 500 people have now 
watched the ceremony online. 
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It was a busy end to the year for the air 
cargo industry and expectations are 
for another tight capacity situation in 
the coming 12 months.

As the year drew to a close, there 
was supply chain chaos in the UK as a 
new Covid-19 variant was detected 
and France closed its borders for 48 
hours while stricter testing measures 
for truck drivers were put in place.

Further delays at UK borders are 
expected over the � rst few weeks of 
January as supply chains adjust to new 
customs formalities owing to the 
country leaving the European Union, 
although at the time of writing opera-
tions seemed to be running smoothly.

Also, shipping continued to face 
container shortages and port conges-
tion in many countries, resulting in 
extra air cargo charters.

Charter broker Air Charter 
Service’s (ACS) commercial director, 
Justin Lancaster, said that the end of 
the year had seen an unprecedented 
number of enquiries, with phones 
“ringing o�  the hook”, largely as a 
result of the French border closures.

� e issues on the UK border also 
led Air France KLM to add extra 
bellyhold � ights to the UK market, 
while Lu� hansa Cargo put on freighter 
� ights. 

Meanwhile, brokers ACS and 
Chapman Freeborn, and time-critical 
logistics � rm Priority Freight secured 
dedicated freighter capacity in prepa-
ration for issues on the UK border as a 
result of Brexit.

On top of this, cargo capacity 
remains limited owing to the reduc-
tion of bellyhold operations and 

Covid-19 vaccination programme 
supply chains are gaining momentum.

IATA is expecting cargo demand to 
increase by 12.9% year on year in 
2021, while belly capacity is expected 
to return to the market only slowly. 
� is, combined with a higher propor-
tion of pharma cargo, will see a further 
5% increase in yields, IATA predicted.

In 2020, average rates for Hong 
Kong to North America were up 
55.1% year on year and from Hong 
Kong to Europe, prices increased 
46.2% on 2019.

Covid and box shipping 
delays drive up demand
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number of enquiries, with phones 
“ringing o�  the hook”, largely as a 
result of the French border closures.

On top of this, cargo capacity 
remains limited owing to the reduc-
tion of bellyhold operations and 

55.1% year on year and from Hong 
Kong to Europe, prices increased 
46.2% on 2019.

Lufthansa Cargo added UK freighter � ights in response to border delays

ACN Awards 
2021 date 
announced

AWARDSCAPACITY

Air Cargo News is delighted to 
announce that the Air Cargo News 
Awards will this year take place in 
September.

� e gala ceremony is scheduled to 
take place in London on September 16 
at the Runnymede on � ames Hotel, 
close to Heathrow Airport.

� e ceremony typically sees about 
250 industry � gures attend the glitter-
ing awards event to honour and cele-
brate those companies that have 
invested in providing great customer 
service, operational excellence and 
innovative technologies.

� e event includes the prestigious 
Cargo Airline of the Year Award, 
along with the regional cargo carrier 
awards, which are voted for by readers 
of Air Cargo News.

� ere are also awards that are 
judged by a panel of industry experts.

In 2020, the Air Cargo News 
Awards was live-streamed online.

� is marked the � rst time in the 
awards’ 37-year history that the indus-
try wasn’t able to meet face to face, but 
more than 500 people have now 
watched the ceremony online.

www.aircargonews.net
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Covid-19 vaccination programme 
supply chains are gaining momentum.

IATA is expecting cargo demand to 
increase by 12.9% year on year in 
2021, while belly capacity is expected 
to return to the market only slowly. 
� is, combined with a higher propor-
tion of pharma cargo, will see a further 
5% increase in yields, IATA predicted.

In 2020, average rates for Hong 
Kong to North America were up 
55.1% year on year and from Hong 
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55.1% year on year and from Hong 
Kong to Europe, prices increased 
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announce that the Air Cargo News 
Awards will this year take place in 
September.

� e gala ceremony is scheduled to 
take place in London on September 16 
at the Runnymede on � ames Hotel, 
close to Heathrow Airport.

� e ceremony typically sees about 
250 industry � gures attend the glitter-
ing awards event to honour and cele-
brate those companies that have 
invested in providing great customer 
service, operational excellence and 
innovative technologies.

� e event includes the prestigious 
Cargo Airline of the Year Award, 
along with the regional cargo carrier 
awards, which are voted for by readers 
of Air Cargo News.

� ere are also awards that are 
judged by a panel of industry experts.

In 2020, the Air Cargo News 
Awards was live-streamed online.

� is marked the � rst time in the 
awards’ 37-year history that the indus-
try wasn’t able to meet face to face, but try wasn’t able to meet face to face, but 
more than 500 people have now 
watched the ceremony online.
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Since its establishment in 1973, 
Chapman Freeborn has 
developed into one of the 
largest and best-known 
aircra�  charter brokers. 

� e UK-headquartered company 
was originally set up to market Alaska 
International Air’s Hercules freighter 
� eet, which comprised � ve aircra�  at 
the time. 

Today, Chapman Freeborn oper-
ates on a global scale — with o�  ces in 
North America, Europe, Africa, Asia 
and Australia — and carries out 
around 25,000 � ights each year for 
airfreight, passenger and humanitar-
ian operations.

In 2019, the group and its subsidi-
aries were acquired by aerospace � rm 
Avia Solutions Group (ASG). Russi 
Batliwala, the company’s chairman, 
says it was “the perfect � t for us”.

Having worked at Chapman 
Freeborn for 33 years, Batliwala has 
witnessed some of the company’s most 
signi� cant milestones, particularly 
during his time as chief executive, 
from 2009, when he oversaw “an excit-
ing period of growth and expansion”.

Branching out
“We realised that our core third party 
air charter broking activities alone 
were not enough for our clients, our 
own growth expectations and for our 
future � nancial stability,” he explains. 
“At the same time, the competition 
was growing.”

� e solution? “In order to better 
control our future, we took the deci-
sion to diversify the business and to 
invest.”

For example, in 2006, Chapman 
Freeborn Germany launched its 
specialist on-board courier (OBC) 
service, which o� ers door-to-door 
solutions for time-critical shipments.

“We were the � rst of now many to 
start an OBC business,” says Batliwala. 
“It � ts perfectly, with total synergy, 
to our cargo charter business.” 

Now, Chapman Freeborn OBC 
operates as a global business from its 
o�  ces in Cologne, Hong Kong and 
Los Angeles.

Under Batliwala’s leadership, 
Chapman Freeborn has since acquired 
other companies that all have “strong 
synergies” with the core air chartering 
business. 

For example, the company has held 
shares in Magma Aviation, which 
manages and contracts a growing � eet 
of B747 freighters, since its establish-
ment in 2010. In 2017, Chapman 
Freeborn increased its stake in Magma 
Aviation to become the majority 
shareholder and help support its long-
term growth plans.

Chapman also acquired the major-
ity of shares in animal transportation 
specialist � rm Intradco Global in 
2014, allowing it to “expand our prod-
uct portfolio further”.

Most recently, in 2020, the broker 
acquired Arcus Air Logistics and 
Arcus Air OBC, which o� er air cargo 
charter and on-board courier services 
primarily to the automotive industry, 
and also owns and operates two 
Dornier 228-212 aircra� , as well as 
“chartering a variety of additional 
aircra� ”.

Additionally, the company has 
signi� cantly increased its humanitar-
ian project presence since its work in 
Ethiopia in the 1970-80s — so much 
so that in October Daniel Carriett 
took up the newly created role of 
group humanitarian cargo director to 
manage the company’s response to 
global crises, including the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Batliwala notes that leading the 
expansion of the company was not 
easy and he credits his team for 
making the changes possible.

“It was a tremendous amount of 
hard work that I most certainly was 
not able to do on my own,” he says.
“I  have been fortunate enough 
to have had some very talented

people working with me.
“We have not only grown our 

senior management team organically 
but also employed some exceptional 
external group directors who have 
made a great impact on the business.”

Batliwala says that his most signi� -
cant achievement as chief executive 
was leading the sale of Chapman 
Freeborn Group to ASG in 2019. 

“Joining forces with Avia Solutions 
Group has provided us with a greater 
level of business scale, resources and 
expertise to accelerate growth and 
deliver our services to an even wider 
client base — all while preserving 
our  company culture and ongoing 
commitment to charter market inno-
vation,” he says.

“We are today a much stronger 
organisation, with a parent company 
that is continuously looking at ways 
to invest and grow the business.”

New lead
Batliwala is now chairman of 
Chapman Freeborn, having been 
appointed to the role in October.

He welcomes his new position 
because “every business at some stage 
needs change at the top to keep ener-
gising, to create new ideas and to 
continue developing.

“I am extremely proud to be the 
chairman and looking forward to the 
company’s future,” he says.

Eric Erbacher, former director 
of  charter services and ACMI at 
Cargolux Airlines and former regional 
director Asia at Chapman Freeborn, 
has rejoined the company to succeed 
Batliwala as chief executive. 

Although Batliwala will be very 
much involved in the business in his 
role of chairman, he says the move 
will enable him to take a step back and 
have more oversight than when he was 
chief executive.

“I have been heavily involved in the 
day-to-day business of the group for 
all these years, particularly in the 

cargo charter business,” he says. “� e 
role of chairman will enable me to 
take a step back from the daily broker-
age and allow me to concentrate on 
developing the group at a higher level.

“It will allow me to look at the 
business from another perspective 
and give me the time needed to 
concentrate on acquisitions, organic 
growth and other key areas that I 
really enjoy focusing on outside of our 
day-to-day charter work.

“I have a clear mandate from our 
owners to grow the business organi-
cally and through acquisitions.

“We are talking to various compa-
nies that match our group’s own niche 
businesses. However, owing to the 
ongoing nature of the negotiations, 
and non-disclosure agreements, I am 
unable to share more details.”

He continues: “What I can say 

Worldwide 
ambitions 
New ownership and a reshu�  ed management team have put 
aircraft charter broker Chapman Freeborn on a quest to seek 
further growth, as the company’s chairman tells Rachelle Harry

View from the top: company 
chairman and former chief executive 
Russi Batliwala has worked at 
Chapman Freeborn for 33 years
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Chapman Freeborn was 
established in 1973 and was 
initially set up to market 
Alaska International Air’s fl eet 
of Hercules freighter aircraft.

The aircraft charter broker 
was purchased by aerospace 
fi rm Avia Solutions Group in 
2019.

Russi Batliwala joined the 
business in 1987 in Frankfurt, 
as a trainee. He became chief 
executive in 2009 and chair-
man in 2020.

NEXT AIR CARGO NEWS INTERVIEW GLYN HUGHES

is  that we are actively looking to 
acquire complementary businesses 
to  strengthen and to grow both 
parties. � ere is, I believe, an opportu-
nity and need to consolidate certain 
specialised businesses on a global 
scale.”

Despite taking a step back, 
Batliwala says he will be on hand to 
help Erbacher, the company’s direc-
tors and managers to achieve the 
group’s goals.

“Our new owners are very much 
growth-focused and additional acqui-
sitions are part of our plans,” he 
explains. “We are also currently 
investing in strengthening our opera-
tions in North America and we are 
actively recruiting.”

Batliwala adds that, in addition to 
North America, the company is shi� -
ing its focus towards growth in Asia.

“With the return of Erbacher to 
the group as chief executive, we have 
someone with years of experience, 
knowledge and understanding of the 
culture and charter business in Asia,” 
Batliwala explains. 

“He spent several years working in 
China previously and has taken on the 
opportunity himself to continue to 
grow and strengthen this important 
region for the group. With his 
experience [as former regional direc-
tor Asia at Chapman Freeborn], we 
have the right person in place to move 
the business forward in this important 
region.”

In addition, Batliwala says, Magma 
Aviation’s growing � eet of B747 
freighters — as well as capacity from 
B737Fs and Airbus A321Fs from else-
where in ASG — has opened up many 
new opportunities for Chapman 
Freeborn to do business in Asia. 

“For example, we are now able to 
o� er and provide solutions not only 
for long-haul maindeck capacity into 
Europe, we can also connect to our 
group’s Europe-based narrowbody 
freighters to do the last mile of � ying 
to destinations in Europe,” he says.

Reflection
Now in his current and most senior 
role, Batliwala takes a moment to 
re� ect on his 33-year journey at 
Chapman Freeborn.

He joined as a trainee in 1987 in 
Frankfurt, a� er responding to “a very 
small ad in a big newspaper that said: 
Aviation company needs a pair of 
hands to help”, he recalls.

Chapman Freeborn Germany had 
opened just six years before, in 1981.

“I worked in a small o�  ce with a 
team of just three people. In 1990 I 
was made managing director and 
started to help grow the German 
business.”

� e mid-1990s saw Chapman 
Freeborn expanding to establish a 
presence in Belgium, Poland, 
Singapore, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — and the US, which Batliwala 
was involved in.

“At the time, I needed a change,” 
he  says, recalling the opportunity he 
was given to help the company grow 
across the pond. 

“I arrived in Atlanta in 1995 with a 
suitcase and two plastic bags with 
various trade books and magazines. 
A� er six months in a serviced o�  ce, 
myself and the � rst US members of 
sta�  moved to our own o�  ces at 
Harts� eld Airport in Atlanta.” 

He proudly notes that today 
Chapman Freeborn also has bases in 
Fort Lauderdale, Los Angeles and will 
soon open a branch in the northeast 
region of the US.

Batliwala’s next key role, in 1996, 
was back in Germany, where he was 
made group cargo director.

In 1999, he set up an o�  ce in 
Sharjah in the UAE. He says it has 
been “an incredible asset to the group 
ever since”.

He adds: “At one point in 2006 we 
had in excess of 100 employees, ware-
housing and a second o�  ce in Dubai, 
operating more than 40 scheduled 
charters in the Middle East region for 
major clients, every week.”

Fast-forward to 2017: Batliwala 
celebrated his 30-year anniversary at 
a  “tear-jerking” party thrown by his 
colleagues. 

� e event, he says, was held inside 
an open-nosed B747 freighter — 
complete with food, drinks and 

a  sticker on the fuselage that read: 
Russi, Happy 30 Years With Chapman 
Freeborn.

Looking at the e� ects of the 
pandemic on the air charter sector, 
Batliwala says that despite it being a 
negative situation overall, it brought 
huge opportunities to an industry that 
was “su� ering”.

He explains that before the 
pandemic, the air charter sector was 
competing against bellyhold capacity.

“Huge amounts of scheduled 
passenger aircra�  belly capacity was 
available and the freighter air charter 
industry was � ghting for opportuni-
ties,” he says. 

He hopes that, even as passenger 
services gradually return, forwarders 
will continue to push capacity on air 
charters, rather than reverting to 
bellyhold capacity. 

“I would like to think that shippers 
who previously relied on forwarders 
to only provide bellyhold capacity are 
now experiencing the advantages that 
freighters have to o� er — and have 
o� ered — throughout the pandemic.

“Just maybe, when passenger 
services [and bellyhold capacity] 
return in full, some of the good expe-
riences [from the bene� ts of air char-
ters] will be remembered.”

He warns that if bellyhold cargo 
capacity is continuously chosen over 
air charter capacity a� er the pandemic, 
as aviation operations return to previ-
ous levels the charter industry could 
end up “reverting to its previous state 
of relying on the world’s ups and 
downs for ad-hoc work”. Ultimately, 
time will tell. 
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To say that the end of last 
year was a busy period for 
the air charter sector is 
perhaps a bit of an 
understatement and it 

appears the � rst quarter of 2021 will 
continue in the same vein.

As 2020 drew to a close, the charter 
sector was dealing with a resurgence 
in personal protective equipment 
(PPE) shipments and Covid-19 test 
kits, extra demand due to container 
port congestion, Brexit contingency 
planning and the usual peak season 
demand.

On top of all that, Volga-Dnepr 
took its AN-124 aircra�  out of action 
on safety grounds and France 
temporarily closed its border with the 
UK due to a new Covid variant 
creating an unprecedented number of 
enquiries, according to one broker 
(see news pages).

� is was combined with a lack of 
bellyhold capacity due to the 
grounding of most passenger � ights. 
With scheduled capacity in short 
supply, charter � ights were in high 
demand.

Air Charter Service group cargo 
director Dan Morgan-Evans says the 
end of the year was “phenomenally 
busy”, and while there were “pockets 
of availability”, it was a challenge to 
� nd freighter capacity.

“� ere is availability around,” he 
says. “You just have to � nd it and you 
just need to be on your toes and agile 
enough to work with the airlines and 
customers.”

Chapman Freeborn cargo director 
Pierre van der Stichele says that the 
end of the year was “good but tough”. 
Good because of brisk demand, but 
tough because of the scarcity of 
freighter capacity.

He adds that e-commerce growth 
also fuelled demand during the peak. 
In terms of PPE, the company had 
organised around 500 dedicated 
� ights by November last year.

“You have more and more 
e-commerce promotions: Singles’ 
Day; Black Friday, which is getting 
even longer; and then there are also 

A need for space 
in the new world
A lack of scheduled capacity means the air charter sector is booming. But what lies 
in store for 2021 and beyond? Damian Brett reports

‘There is 
availability. You 
need to be on 
your toes and 
agile enough 
to work with 
the airlines and 
customers’
Dan Morgan-Evans
Air Charter Service

The ongoing requirement for PPE and Covid-19 vaccine shipments are expected to soak up capacity well in to 2022

new product launches,” he says.
“� ese discounted pricing events 

are driving capacity up the wall and it 
is hard to � nd a pure freighter.”

� e supply-demand balance also 
pushed up prices and in November 
the cost of chartering a B777F or 

B747F from China to Europe reached 
just under $1m. � e cost from China 
to the US west coast was around $1m 
and to the east coast reached as much 
as $1.3m. � is is around double the 
normal price.

Van der Stichele says that Chapman 

Freeborn utilised auxiliary freighters 
— passenger aircra�  conducting 
cargo-only � ights — to meet demand.

“We have access to some exclusive 
capacity on certain passenger 
converted freighters; A340 and A330 
passenger aircra�  with all the seats 
removed, and we have a B757 
freighter that we have taken on under 
an exclusive marketing and 
management deal.”

He adds that Chapman Freeborn 
also bene� ts from being part of the 
Avia Solutions Group, which has 
several carriers operating A320 and 
A321 aircra� .

“About six of these aircra�  have 
been converted with seats removed in 
the main passenger deck, and we are 
also using these as freighter options 
for our clients,” van der Stichele says.

ACS has also been utilising 
auxiliary freighters and even arranged 
some � ights utilising four-engine 
A380s, known for their low cargo 
capacity compared with their size — 
a sign of the strength of the market 
at the time.
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in the new world



Konstantin Vekshin, chief commer-
cial o�  cer at Volga-Dnepr Group, 
says its aircra�  were busy on charter 
� ights at the end of the year.

It introduced 10 additional charter 
� ights in November to leverage 
e-commerce demand.

Mike Hill, director of group freight 
at Air Partner, says that it would have 
been di�  cult to secure capacity 
towards the end of the year if it were 
not for the pax-freighter � ights.

However, he adds that they do have 
their limitations. “Pax-freighters are 
good for volumetric cargo such as 
PPE masks because we can use the 
full volume of the aircra�  cabin 
including overhead bins.

“Whereas PPE gloves tend to be 
denser so that the full volume is not 
required as there is then a payload 
restriction.

“Typically, general cargo tends to 
be denser and so o� en with some 
commodities, we cannot load in the 
cabin at all due to loading restric-
tions, so in these cases we are 
operating passenger aircra�  with 
purely the belly capacity.”

He also points out that during the 
summer, when rates came back down, 
cargo-only bellyhold � ights became 
scarcer.

“� e di� erence between [the peak 
season] and the start of [2020] was 
that a lot of these passenger aircra�  
have now been set up on scheduled 

‘You have more 
and more 
e-commerce 
promotions... 
these 
discounted 
pricing events 
are driving 
capacity up the 
wall’
Pierre van der Stichele
Chapman Freeborn

services,” Hill says.
“� at means passenger aircra� 

and operators were operating like a 
cargo airline, � ying four days a week 
out of Shanghai into Europe for 
example, and that extra capacity is 
being marketed through GSAs on a 
per kilo basis.

“But also, the volumes of PPE are 
pretty large, coming in at about 800 
cu m, which is a lot and won’t work 
on these new scheduled services.”

Vekshin says that while many 
passenger carriers have joined the air 
cargo charter market, this was not a 
threat to the Volga-Dnepr Group 
because of its expertise in cargo 
operations and it adapted to new 
ways of working quickly.

“With more than 30 years of 
experience, we managed to adapt to 
this process, which enabled smooth 
process of all charter permits and 
stable air cargo operations.”

Future outlook
Looking ahead, Morgan-Evans says 
that the company began booking 
ad hoc charter � ights for the � rst 
quarter of 2021 as early as November 
of last year.

He expects demand for charter 
operations to remain brisk in the � rst 
half.

“January will be busy and I think 
going into the rest of the year, it is not 
really going to slow down until the 
end of the � rst half — maybe even 
the beginning of the second half.”

Van der Stichele says 2021 is hard 
to predict, but he is expecting 
capacity to remain scarce in the � rst 
half.

“I have a feeling that we are still 
going to be quite short of capacity, 

perhaps not quite as drastic as the 
peak season, but prices should be 
sustainable at a decent level.

“It isn’t going to be a typical slow 
season where there is a sharp drop in 
the � rst part of the part of the year.”

He says that forwarders 
concerned about a lack of capacity 
in the � rst quarter have already 
been securing much of the 
widebody freighter capacity as a 
precautionary measure.

Vekshin outlines several develop-
ments that could impact charter 
demand over the coming year.

He says e-commerce is growing 
rapidly, as are the various online 
shopping promotions. � ere is a 
revival of various project cargo 
sectors, the livestock market remains 
buoyant, transportation for Covid-19 
vaccines will be needed and the 
market in general remains volatile.

“Overall market volatility fosters 
charter options to be more � exible for 
customers,” he says.

“[� e] second or even third wave of 
Covid-19 in some countries [and] 
imposition of new restrictions and 
lockdowns will stimulate additional 
charter requests to guarantee uninter-
rupted supply chains of vital and 
essential products, mainly on 

‘The second or 
even third 
wave of
Covid-19 will 
stimulate 
additional 
charter 
requests’
Konstantin Vekshin
Volga-Dnepr Group

SCHEDULED FREIGHTER SERVICE

Nairobi - Europe (London & Liege) 

Nairobi - Juba (South Sudan)

Nairobi - Entebbe (Uganda)

Nairobi - Dar-es-Salaam (Tanzania)

Nairobi - Mwanza (Tanzania) 

Nairobi - Zanzibar (Tanzania) 

Nairobi - Mogadishu (Somalia)

Nairobi - Pemba ( Mozambique) 

Nairobi - Johannesburg (South Africa)

Nairobi - Lusaka (Zambia) 

Nairobi - Maputo (Mozambique)

Nairobi - Lilongwe (Malawi) 

Nairobi - Bosaso (Somalia)

Nairobi - Hargeisa (Somalia)

Nairobi - Djibouti (Djibouti) 

ON DEMAND CHARTERS

Covid Vaccines, Aid & Relief, Project Cargoes, 

Mining, Oil & Gas to over 50 Destinations in Africa.

HUBS

Europe (Leige)

UAE (Sharjah)

China (Guangzhou)
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that it would traditionally cater for 
have had a more mixed year.

“�e events and band tours have 
been hit quite hard, but we have still 
been �ying relief and oil and gas 
volumes, and we even had a bit of a 
spike during the middle of the year,” 
says Morgan-Evans.

Hill says that the automotive 
industry also bounced back in the 
middle of last year as factories began 
to reopen and consumers started 
spending.

“Automotive was weak at the start 
of the summer and beforehand, but 
since then it has kicked back to 
previous levels, which was surprising.

“In Europe, for example, our 
just-in-time business is almost as 
busy as it was a year or two years ago.”

Hill says that oil and gas demand 
has been bumpy over the last few 
years, but there has been recent 
buoyant demand for the repositioning 
of active pharma ULDs in 
anticipation of a Covid-19 vaccine.

Vekshin agrees that the oil and gas 
sector — and wider project market 
— is showing signs of life, a good 
omen for the year ahead.

“[�ere is a] revival of business 
activities in such sectors as aerospace, 
energy, oil and gas which has 
traditionally boosted charter 
operations with oversized and 
super-heavy cargoes,” he says. 

“[�e] reshoring and near-shoring 
process might create additional 
charter demand to relocate super 
heavy and outsized production 
equipment to new sites.”

One thing helping the ACS team 
last year was its two o�ces in China 
and its o�ce in Hong Kong.

“�at has been huge for us,” says 
Morgan-Evans. “It was such an 
important part, whether we were 
�ying into Europe or into North 
America, we were e�ectively able to 
work around the clock. We wouldn’t 
be able to do what we do today 
without that infrastructure.”

Van der Stichele says that to meet 
the challenging market, Chapman 
Freeborn is recruiting extra members 
of its commercial team in Europe and 
North America while it also has a 
team providing operational oversight.

“We have a speci�c department 
called Chapman Freeborn �ight 
support that is our operations 
branch,” he explains.

“�ey study the entry requirements 
into every country for passengers and 
crew and update us every morning as 
to which countries have changed 
their regulations and entry require-
ments. It is a gruelling task as that 
information is not easily available.”

Hill says that another challenge has 
been monitoring all the changes that 
are being made to the various 
passenger services.

“We need lots of people monitoring 
the situation in each region of the 
world, which is what Air Partner is 
good at,” he says.  

Asia-Europe and Asia–US trade lanes.”
Hill says that concerns over the 

impact of a Covid-19 vaccine launch 
pushed forwarders to secure capacity 
for the �rst quarter of the year.

“Forwarders were asking us [in 
November] to hold aircra� for 
January, February and March and 
that is kind of unheard of. I have not 
experienced that before, so it shows a 
nervousness.

“�ere will be a period when the 
vaccine comes out, when we still can’t 
�y passenger aircra� services 
properly, where we will face a real 
capacity crunch.”

While forwarders are preparing for 
the worst, at this stage it is not clear 
whether there will be a sudden rush 
for vaccine transportation or a more 
even spread throughout the year.

Another unknown is the transport 
requirements of the vaccines. Some 
may face di�culty �nding capacity if 
they require dry ice, for example, as 
there are limits to how much can be 
taken on-board.

Vekshin says the main vaccine 

production sites are expected to be 
concentrated in India, Europe and the 
UK, although right now it is hard to 
predict the distribution �ow.

“Either it is going to be locally 
within the region, or globally between 
the countries,” he says.

“Volga-Dnepr has created a 
dedicated vaccine task force to ramp 
up its capabilities using a unique 
combination of freighters, quali�ed 
personnel, compliance with the 
industry standards (IATA CEIV) and 
trustworthy stakeholder relations.”

Highs to low
While there is enough demand to �ll 
the limited capacity that is on the 
market at the moment, it should also 
be remembered that last year volumes 
were actually down on 2019 levels 
— it was the lack of cargo space that 
pushed the need for charter �ights.

So, what will happen when 
passenger �ights return? Could the 
charter sector swing rapidly from 
peak to trough?

“�e [passenger] routes are 

probably going to be irregular,” says 
Morgan-Evans. “Airlines might not 
start some of the routes immediately, 
or they might not operate them seven 
days a week. I just can’t see it going 
back to pre-Covid levels for some 
time.”

He adds that the lower passenger 
demand and cargo volumes could 
also mean that many of the routes 
that relied on both to be pro�table 
may not return immediately either.

Van der Stichele predicts it may be 
several years until passenger opera-
tions are back to their previous levels.

He points out that some airlines 
have gone bust, while it is not just the 
major trunk routes that have been 
grounded — many regional routes 
have also been kept on the ground.

Hill says that looking beyond the 
immediate future, forwarders appear 
to be cautious on the demand front.

“From speaking to forwarders, 
their prognosis for �nancial year 2022 
is not good because they see the 
economic e�ect of lockdown being 
not so good for business. 

“For us, these �uctuations are good. 
If you have a lot of capacity and then 
minimal capacity, that’s when people 
need charters and that was clear in 
March, April, May and June. All these 
changes to capacity are only good for 
us at the moment.”

Vekshin says there is long way to go 
until passenger capacity reaches 
pre-covid levels. “In the meantime, 
we need to adapt to a new normal,” he 
says. “�e pandemic tested the 
industry, leaving the players which 
demonstrate �exibility and agility. 
�at said, we need to monitor the 
situation and understand customer 
needs and market sentiments, and 
mix scheduled and charter operations 
depending on industry and regions.”

While the charter market was last 
year dominated by PPE and 
e-commerce demand, other sectors 



‘Forwarders 
were asking us 
[in November] 
to hold aircraft 
for January, 
February and 
March and that 
is kind of 
unheard of’
Mike Hill 
Air Partner

Chapman Freeborn has a 
department dedicated to keeping 

up-to-date with entry requirements 
for global destinations
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While air cargo in 2020 
was dominated by the 
Covid-19 outbreak, 
the environmental 
impact of the sector 

looks set to be a key topic in 2021.
One headline-grabbing story at the 

end of last year was Faroe Islands-
based Hidden� ord’s decision to stop 
using airfreight to ship its salmon.

“Airfreight is a major contributor to 
global CO2 emissions, and a large part 
of the fresh farmed salmon is exported 
to global markets by air,” it said.

� e company quoted a 2020 
updated report from Norwegian 
research group SINTEF, which 
showed that freight carried by air 
produced around “50 times (depend-
ing on � ight type and distance) more 
CO2 than transoceanic sea freight”.

� e company said that by replacing 
its airfreight with seafreight it has 

Salmon by sea puts focus on CO2
As research highlights the damage caused by � ying produce, airfreight steps up its e� orts to 
cut emissions while a fresh food supplier switches to seafreight. Damian Brett reports

been able to reduce carbon emissions 
from overseas transportation by 94%.

“Although some of our customers 
in the overseas markets were sceptical 
at � rst, we have proved that we main-
tain the same quality, even when the 
salmon is shipped by boat to overseas 
destinations,” the company said.

Maintenance of product quality 
and cost savings are two key motivat-
ing factors behind shippers’ moves to 

shi�  from air to ocean on environ-
mental grounds, according to the 
Cool Chain Association (CCA).

CCA board chairman Stavros 
Evangelakakis said that the organisa-
tion was frequently having conversa-
tions where airfreight and seafreight 
are compared.

Although not commenting directly 
on the move by Hidden� ord, he said 
that there was o� en more to a move 

from air to ocean than just emissions 
reductions.

He said that if there are cost savings, 
product quality can be protected and 
consumers are happy to purchase 
seafood “which is two to three weeks 
on the road in Asia” then it made 
sense for shippers to switch modes.

However, he warned that the full 
environmental impact of a seafreight 
supply chain is o� en overlooked.

� e airfreight industry is also 
trying to reduce its impact. Towards 
the end of last year, Air France KLM 
Martinair Cargo (AFKLMP) launched 
a sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) 
programme that allows customers to 
select how much of their freight they 
would like to be � own using SAF. 

Meanwhile, Lu� hansa Cargo and 
DB Schenker teamed up to carry out 
the � rst ever CO2-neutral freighter 
� ights, powered by SAF.  
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World Cargo Summit 2021
is a new unique 100% virtual experience that will give the air cargo industry a possibility to meet 

again. Two-day web-conference with 60+ speakers from all parts of the world, 1:1 meetings in our 

networking lounge and a virtual exhibition platform where exhibitors can highlight their products and 

services. Our theme will be “Transforming Global Air Logistics Beyond the Crisis”.

www.worldcargosummit.com
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�e latest air cargo �gures 
from IATA show that demand 
continued to recover in 
October, although not as 
strongly as in September.

IATA reported that 
airfreight volumes measured 
in cargo tonne kms (CTKs) 
decreased by 6.2% year on 
year in October — a slight 
improvement on the 8% 
decline seen in September.

Global capacity in October, 
measured in available cargo 
tonne kms (ACTKs), shrank 
by 22.6%.

Meanwhile, the industry-
wide load factor reached a 
record high in October as the 
capacity crunch, driven by 
signi�cantly reduced passen-
ger services and bellyhold 
capacity, continued.

“�e biggest problem for 
air cargo is the lack of capac-
ity, as much of the passenger 
�eet remains grounded,” said 
Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s 
director general and chief 
executive.

As available capacity strug-
gled to keep up with demand, 
the industry-wide cargo load 
factor rose from 56.9% in 
September to a record high 
57.6% in October.

�e capacity decline is 
nearly four times larger than 
the contraction in demand, 
indicating the continuing and 
severe capacity crunch.

Factors driving demand 
in  October included growth 
in cross-border e-commerce 
and the manufacturing sector 
being “largely unimpacted 
by the resurgence of Covid-19 
in Europe and North 
America”.

De Juniac noted: “Demand 
for air cargo is coming back 
— a trend we see continuing 
into the fourth quarter.

“�e end of the year is 
always peak season for air 
cargo. �at will likely be exag-
gerated with shoppers relying 
on e-commerce — 80% of 
which is delivered by air.

“So the capacity crunch 
from the grounded aircra� 
will hit particularly hard 
in  the closing months of 
2020.  And the situation 
will become even more criti-
cal as we search for capacity 
for the impending vaccine 
deliveries.”

Looking at regional perfor-
mance during the month, 
Latin America-based carriers 
saw CTKs in October decline 
by 13% year on year, which is 
an improvement on the 22% 
decline recorded over the �rst 
10 months. Capacity dropped 
by 32.2%.

IATA highlighted that: 
“Improving operating condi-
tions in a number of key mar-
kets, including Brazil, and 
recovering cargo capacity 

probably a�ected the 
improvement this month.”

Asia Paci�c-based airlines  
experienced a 12.8% year-on-
year decline in volumes in 
October, compared with a 
15.9% decline in September.

Cargo capacity decreased 
by 23.9% — an improvement 
on the 29.5% decline recorded 
in September.

“�e recent improvement 
in volumes has been impacted 
by rising available capacity in 
the market,” IATA said.

North America-based air-
lines experienced a 6.2% year-
on-year increase in cargo 
demand in October — not as 
strong as the 8.6% reported in 
September — while capacity 
decreased by 16.4%.

“Rising popularity of 
e-commerce in the US and 
smaller capacity declines have 
been main drivers behind the 
region’s outperformance com-
pared with the rest of the 
industry,” the airline associa-
tion said.

For Europe-based carriers, 
volumes decreased by 11.6% 
year on year in October, com-
pared with the 15.4% decline 
in September. Capacity also 
shrank, by 27.6%.

“Europe’s international air 
cargo business seemed to be 
largely unimpacted by the 
resurgence of the virus in 
October,” IATA observed.

Middle East-based airlines, 
which IATA said were nega-
tively a�ected by “weaker 

demand in Africa-Middle 
East trade lanes”, experienced 
a 2% year-on-year decrease in 
air cargo demand during  
October. Capacity decreased 
by 22.8%.

And Africa-based carriers, 
which represent 1.8% of the 
world share, posted a 2.2% 
year-on-year increase in 
demand, a fall from 8.2% in 
September. 

“�e main culprit behind 
the slowdown was the Asia-
Africa market, where CTK 
growth decelerated to 4% year 
on year,” IATA said.

However, the association 
added: “Outsized volatility, 
typical for this small market, 
might partly explain the 
weakness.”

Middle East
Europe
Asia Paci�c North America

Latin America Africa Source: IATA
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a record high on 
capacity crunch
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Major cargo airports contin-
ued to see their volumes edge 
back towards 2019 levels in 
October, although hubs in 
some regions performed 
better than others.

�e world’s largest cargo 
hub, Hong Kong International 
Airport, saw its cargo vol-
umes for the month decrease 
by 5.7% year on year to 
404,000 tonnes. While the 
airport is still recording 
declines, the level of drop-o� 
has narrowed greatly from the 
14.2% fall registered in April.

Over the �rst 10 months of 
the year, demand is down by 
8.2% to 3.6m tonnes.

�e airport authority said 
of October’s performance: 
“Imports and exports 
increased by 10% and 2%, 
respectively, compared with 
the same month last year.

“However, transhipments 
experienced a signi�cant 
decrease due to the shortage 
of belly capacity on passenger 
�ights. Cargo throughput to 
and from mainland China 
and Southeast Asia saw the 

most signi�cant decreases 
during the month.”

In Europe, airports also 
continued to record a recov-
ery, although not to the extent 
of Hong Kong.

Overall, airport cargo vol-
umes for the region were 
down by 8.6% year on year, 
with European Union (EU) 
airports registering an 8.2% 
fall and those outside the EU 
falling by 10.9%.

Over the �rst 10 months of 
the year, volumes are down by 
13.5% in the region.

Looking at individual air-
port performance, Frankfurt 
saw its cargo volumes increase 
3.4% to 174,080 tonnes. Last 
year, the airport was a�ected 
by a one-day crew strike at its 
largest carrier, Lu�hansa, in 
October.

�e airport said that cargo-
only �ights had more than 
compensated for belly cargo 
capacity constraints.

“�is high cargo demand 
can be attributed mainly to 
the upturn in global trade and 
the solid performance of the 

eurozone’s industrial sector,” 
the airport said.

Elsewhere, Heathrow in the 
UK recorded a 23% decline to 
108,482 tonnes, Paris CDG 
was down 18.8% to 134,866 
tonnes and Schiphol fell 2.4% 
to 140,140 tonnes.

In North America, Miami 
International continued its 
good run of form in October 
with an 8.6% increase in 
demand to 210,458 tons. 
For the year to date, demand 
is up by 0.5% compared with 
a year ago.
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North America leads Hong Kong 
surge as vaccine pressure grows
�e air cargo industry saw 
rates out of Hong Kong 
increase in November.

Figures from the Baltic 
Exchange Air Freight Index 
(BAI) powered by Tac Data 
show that in November aver-
age airfreight rates from Hong 
Kong to North America 
increased by 30%, compared 
with a month earlier, to $7.37 
per kg.

And from Hong Kong to 
Europe, November rates were 
up 43.1% on a month earlier 
at $5.38 per kg.

Initial �gures seem to indi-
cate prices continued to grow 
in December.

An increase in pricing at 
that time of year isn’t too 
much of a surprise, as the 
peak season is under way and 

various shopping promotions 
take place. However, prices 
remain far above last year’s 
levels as a result of the lack of 
overall air cargo capacity 
owing to the grounding of 
many passenger services.

Average rates from Hong 
Kong to North America are 
up 91.9% on a year ago, while 
to Europe they are up 65%.

Looking forward, vaccina-
tion programmes are being 
launched which has the 
potential to put extra pressure 
on limited air cargo capacity.

Indeed, Paul Molinaro, 
World Health Organization 
chief of operations support 
and logistics, told Reuters that 
airfreight rates were “outra-
geous” and one price had been 
quoted for a dry-ice pharma 

shipment that was about 20 
times higher than usual.

Meanwhile, carriers have 
been busy reintroducing 

belly hold capacity.
Figures from Seabury 

Consulting by Accenture 
show that bellyhold capacity 

at the end of November was 
down by about 57% year on 
year, while in April capacity 
was down by more than 80%.
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Cargo volumes regain ground
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CONTAINER SHIPPING

The container shipping 
industry ended the year 
facing backlogs, delays 
and high rates, as a demand 
surge combined with equip-

ment shortages and a vessel capacity 
crunch to create di�cult market 
conditions.

In mid-December, rate portal 
Freightos reported that shipping rates 
for services from China to the US west 
coast were up by 160% year on year at 
almost $3,900 per 40 � equivalent unit 
(FEU).

Rates from China to the US east 
coast increased by about 80% year on 
year to just over $4,900 per FEU.

Prices on the transpaci�c trade 
lane have been at this level for a while. 

However, prices from China 
to  northern Europe and to the 
Mediterranean have now also reached 
the $4,000 per FEU level, both up 
more than 130% compared with a year 
earlier.

In a mid-December market update, 

Freightos said: “�e last time that 
market conditions grouped these 
three lanes along the same price point 
was in November 2019, but at a rate of 
about $1,500 per FEU, 37% of current 
prices.

“�e sustained peak in ocean 
container shipping continued to 
impact the industry this week in the 
form of port congestion, [a scarcity 
of] empty containers and sky-high 
rates now on all major lanes out of 
Asia.”

Multipurpose charter
�e lack of capacity in ocean shipping 
has become such an issue that freight 
forwarder DSV has chartered multi-
purpose vessels with a capacity of 
about 325 FEU to be used on the Asia-
Europe trade.

Vessels plying this trade lane tend 
to carry about 9,000 FEU. 

In the UK, shippers were warning 
customers to expect delays to 
shipments and said that high street 

prices could increase as a result of the 
issues.

�e country’s box problems are 
exacerbated by companies stocking up 
ahead of Brexit and issues at its largest 
container gateway, Felixstowe.

Vehicle manufacturer Honda in 
December brie�y shut its UK manu-
facturing plant in Swindon for trans-
port-related reasons.

�e issues in northern Europe also 
led France-headquartered shipping 
line CMA CGM to temporarily halt 
bookings on the trade.

And despite the high demand, 
reports suggest that some ships are 
having to leave Asia not fully loaded 
because of the box shortage.

Looking ahead, Lars Jensen from 
Sea Intelligence Consulting said he 
was expecting issues to continue into 
the new year.

“�e equipment challenge is set to 
continue at least into January,” he said 
in a LinkedIn update.

“Presently we are at a point where 

the level of empty containers is half a 
million TEU [20 � equivalent unit] 
less than what we usually see at low-
points of the stock levels in peak 
seasons. 

Doubling up?
“If nothing were done about the 
situation, we would be on track to see 
this shortfall more than double in 
January.

“Possible action would be to build 
more containers and to aggressively 
reposition containers. Only doing one 
of these two actions would mean the 
problem does not get solved until 
February. Doing both could mean 
alleviation of the problem during 
January.

“Carriers are right now doing both. 
�e problem with this is that the 
aggressive repositioning negatively 
impacts backhaul shippers, such as US 
exporters. But not doing it perpetu-
ates the current headhaul problem by 
a month.”

Backlog pushes up rates

QUOTE OF THE ISSUE
‘The biggest problem for air cargo is the lack of capacity, as 

much of the passenger �eet remains grounded’

Alexandre de Juniac

PEOPLE
Pilot Freight Services adds to board
Teresa Finley
Logistics provider 
Pilot Freight Services 
has appointed Teresa 
Finley to its board of 
directors.

Finley currently 
serves as a senior 
adviser at Boston 
Consulting Group. She has more than 
30 years of experience in the industry 
and has previously served as chief 
marketing o�cer and business services 
o�cer at UPS.

SAS Cargo appoints new CEO
Max Knagge
SAS Cargo has 
appointed Max 
Knagge, former head 
of US sales at the 
company, to the role 
of chief executive 
of cargo. 

Knagge succeeds 
Leif Rasmussen, who is leaving the 
company a�er 38 years of service.

Kjetil Håbjørg, executive vice-president 
and chief services o�cer at SAS, 
commented: “I am con�dent Knagge will 
build on SAS Cargo’s history and will 

continue developing its role as an 
important provider of critical transport 
infrastructure.”

Walpole becomes VP at Delta
Rob Walpole
Delta has appointed 
a new vice-president 
of cargo as it moves 
its airfreight business 
to sit on its 
commercial business 
portfolio.

Rob Walpole — 
who has worked at Delta Cargo since 
August last year — succeeds Shawn Cole. 
He will report to Steve Sear, executive 
vice-president of global sales and president 
international.

Berry takes up Air Canada VP role
Jason Berry
Air Canada has named Jason Berry as its 
new vice-president of cargo.

In his new role, Berry — who was 
previously president at Alaska Airlines 
subsidiary McGee Air Services — will 
report to Lucie Guillemette, executive 
vice-president and chief commercial o�cer.

Before McGee Air Services, Berry led 
Alaska Airlines’ cargo business from 2012 
until June 2019. 
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Cargolux is examining the Boeing 

B777-300ER freighter conversion 

programme as a candidate to meet its 

future � eet requirements, writes Lewis 

Harper.
� e operator — which has a � eet of 

30 production B747s — is considering 

two scenarios for aircra�  orders, chief 

executive Richard Forson explained 

during a UK Aviation Club event: look 

to the big manufacturers for a new 

widebody freighter or seek the conver-

sion of older-generation passenger 

aircra� .
“� e speci� c one we are looking 

very closely at is the conversion of the 

B777-300ER into a freighter, in which 

Gecas, together with IAI, are doing a 

programme,” he said.� e IAI conversion programme 

was unveiled in October last year.
“I’m keeping an eye on that and 

wondering if the whole freighter 

concept is now going full circle, where 

initially it started o�  as conversion of 

passenger aircra�  and then it went 

into production freighters, and maybe 

we are getting back to a situation now 

where manufacturers are going to say 

the risk is too high,” Forson explained.
Neither Airbus nor Boeing have 

committed to building freighter 

versions of two potentially viable 

aircra�  types. Forson expressed some 

doubt that the current orderbook for 

passenger B777X aircra�  will be 

enough to convince Boeing’s board to 

launch a freighter variant.� e delivery of hundreds of A350s 

“could potentially justify the develop-

ment of a freighter” by Airbus, but the 

airframer is yet to announce such a 

programme. And while Cargolux 

maintains “continuous dialogue” with 

the big manufacturers, he said even-

tual � eet investment might not neces-

sarily involve new-build jets.
For now, “what we’ve done as an 

airline is taken the necessary steps to 

ensure the longevity of our B747 � eet 

as long as possible”, Forson said.
Eventually, he admitted Cargolux 

may have to take the less-favourable 

option of having a mixed � eet.

Cargolux looks ahead 
with conversion strategy 

aircargonews
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Air cargo set for recovery in 2021
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Air cargo volumes are expected to 

return to near 2019 levels next year, 

according to the latest IATA market  

forecast.
� e airline association said that 

improved business con� dence and the 

vital role that air cargo should play in 

vaccine distribution is expected to see 

cargo volumes grow to 61.2m tonnes, 

up from 54.2m tonnes in 2020 and close 

to the 61.3m tonnes carried in 2019.
It also projected that a continued 

capacity crunch caused by the slow 

reintroduction of belly capacity from 

passenger services, combined with a 

higher proportion of temperature- 

and time-sensitive cargo, will see a 

further 5% increase in yields.
� is will contribute to strong 

performance in cargo revenues, which 

are expected to grow to an historic 

high of $139.8bn, up from $117.7bn 

this year and $102.4bn in 2019.
In 2019 cargo accounted for 12% of 

revenues and that is expected to grow 

to 36% in 2020.However, airlines are expected to 

post a net loss of $38.7bn in 2021.
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Flowers feature in February issue 
of Air Cargo News

Advertise in this feature and get your message 
to 56,000 readers globally

Booking deadline: 21st January 2021
Contact: richard.perry@aircargonews.net or +44 (0) 208 092 4083

Valentine’s day in February sees the 
air cargo industry ensuring that 

flowers reach their destination on 
time and as fresh as a daisy!



Further information coming soon.
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and we can’t wait to see you all in person!




